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A USTRIA-HU3STGARY, or
/| AUSTRO-HUNGAR-
JLJL IAN MONARCHY, until
the latter part of 1918
the second largest coun-
try of Europe, a dual
monarchy consisting of
the empire of Austria
and the kingdom of
Hungary. It was a con-
federation of states held
together by the helpless-
ness of some of them, by
political expediency in
the case of others, and by
virtual dictation of the
great powers of Europe
in a few instances. As
the World War neared its close the disinte-
gration of the dual monarchy, long expected
by political observers, became a reality, and
Austria-Hungary broke up into various ele-
ments.
Why Austria-Hungary Existed. It has
been pointed out by statesmen that had there
been no Austria-Hungary it would have been
necessary to create one, for such a govern-
ment as it possessed and such allegiance as
it forced upon its peoples seemed the only
means by which diverse and antagonistic
races could be held together.
The inhabitants represented so many na-
tionalities that the country was frequently
referred to as the "crazy-quilt of Europe."
The government gave official recognition to
eleven different nationalities; on the mone-
tary unit of Austro-Hungarian currency—
the krone—the value of the coin was printed
in all the eleven languages. The question,
"How can a monarchy so constituted en-
dure f" continually perplexed the statesmen
of the continent. It was generally believed
that the emperor-king, Francis Joseph,
would be able to hold the elements together,
but many prophecies were made as to the
fate of the country after his death. Francis
Joseph lived half through the great war
which he had helped to start; at his death in
1916 his nephew Charles I (Karl) ascended
the throne, and the stress of war bore so
heavily upon the dual state that for a time
all of the new emperor's energies were di-
rected toward its prosecution. He was, how-
ever, unable to hold the states together or to
save his crown. The Austro-Hungarian
forces were decisively defeated on. the Italian
 front in October, 1918, and on November 1
armistice terms were presented to the Aus-
trian government by the allies. On Novem-
ber 12 the abdication of Charles was an-
nounced, though it was afterwards stated
that the complete formalities had not been
complied with. For further details, see sub-
head History, below.
Location of Old Austria-Hungary. The
dual monarchy was located between Saxony,
Prussia and Russia on the north, and Ru-
mania, Serbia and Montenegro on the south;
Switzerland and Bavaria were on the west,
and Russia and Rumania on the east. Along
the southwestern boundary were Italy and
the Adriatic Sea.
Its States and Their Area. The two larg-
est divisions of the monarchy were the Aus-
trian empire and the Hungarian kingdom.
Bosnia and Herzegovina, formerly posses-
sions of Turkey, were an integral part of the
monarchy after 1908. Austria-Hungary as a
whole had an area of 261,241 square miles;
if the area of Connecticut, the third smallest
state of the American Union, were added to
it, the whole would be about the size of
Texas. The Austrian empire, which spread
about the Hungarian kingdom in the form
of an are, was 115,832 square miles in area,
or slightly larger than the state of Arizona.
The Hungarian kingdom covered 125,641
square miles, and Bosnia and Herzegovina
together, 19,768 square miles. The Austrian
empire was composed of the seventeen crown-
lands of Bohemia, the Bukowina, Carinthia,
Carniola, Dalmatia, Galieia, Gorz and
Gradisea, Istria, Lower Austria, Moravia,
Salzburg, Silesia, Styria, Tyrol, Triest,
Upper Austria and Vorarlberg. Hungary
proper and the crownland of Croatia and
Slavonia comprised the Hungarian kingdom.
The People. The table (page 297) shows
the different races that formed this polyglot
state. In Austria the dominant race was
German in language and sympathies, while
the Magyar-speaking people were the ruling
class in Hungary. Together they formed
about forty-four per cent of the entire popu-
lation. Only the German-speaking element
and the Magyars willingly supported the cen-
tral powers in the World War (see History;
below).
The Roman Catholic religion was the faith
of by far the greatest number of people;
other religious bodies included the Greek and
Armenian Catholics, Evangelicals, members

